What is an American Viticultural Area (AVA)?

An American Viticultural Area (AVA) is any particular region within the United States that is designated by the government for its traits as suited for grape growing and wine making.  An AVA is determined and defined by the Alcohol and Tobacco Tax and Trade Bureau under the Department of the Treasury. 

The following characteristics are used to describe AVAs and concrete evidence of each (in the form of a petition) must be provided to the TTB in order to be considered for approval.
(a) Procedure. In accordance with §§4.25a(e)(2) and 70.701(c) of this chapter, the Administrator shall receive petitions to establish American viticultural areas and shall use the informal rulemaking process, under 5 U.S.C. 553, in establishing viticultural areas in this part.

(b) Information to establish an American viticultural area. A petition, made in writing, shall contain the following information:

(1) Evidence that the name of the viticultural area is locally and/or nationally known as referring to the area specified in the application;

(2) Historical or current evidence that the boundaries of the viticultural area are as specified in the application;

(3) Evidence relating to the geographical features (climate, soil, elevation, physical features, etc.) which distinguish the viticultural features of the proposed area from surrounding areas;

(4) The specific boundaries of the viticultural area, based on features which can be found on United States Geological Survey (U.S.G.S.) maps of the largest applicable scale; and

(5) A copy of the appropriate U.S.G.S. map(s) with the boundaries prominently marked. (For U.S.G.S. maps, write the U.S. Geological Survey, Branch of Distribution, Box 25286, Federal Center, Denver, Colorado 80225. If the map name is not known, request a map index by State.)
For a wine to be recognized as coming from an AVA, the wine must:

· Have a government approved AVA listed on the label
· By volume, at least 85% of the wine must be grown in said AVA

· Must be fully finished (except for cellar treatment/aging and/or blending that does not alter the class and type of the wine) in the state or one of the states where the AVA is located
Why is it important?

The designation of an American Viticultural Area is important to distinguish a particular region of the US by its traits and methods of grape growing. (for example, Sonoma County, Napa Valley). It provides a guarantee to consumers of the wine’s origin. The US uses the AVA system similar to the denominazione di origine(guarantita), etc. in Italy and the Appellation d'Origine Contrôlée in France, for example. 

The designation of the Swan Creek AVA is important to us for those reasons, and because it is only the 2nd AVA to be recognized in the state of North Carolina. We ARE NOT breaking away from the Yadkin Valley AVA, but are in fact an AVA within an AVA.
What makes the Swan Creek area different?

The Swan Creek area is different for various reasons, but it all leads back to location.

· The Swan Creek region averages about 1000ft to 2000ft elevation providing more moderate temperatures and optimum precipitation levels most suited for vinifera grapes

· The rocky, loamy soil is loaded with minerals which contribute a unique flavor to the wines and provide excellent drainage

· On average, the Swan Creek area receives less precipitation than the surrounding areas, giving our grapes a better chance to ripen and avoid rot and disease
· On average, the Swan Creek area has a longer, warmer growing season than most of the Yadkin Valley, which makes the grape juice more balanced and concentrated

What does this mean for wines made in the Swan Creek AVA?

The Swan Creek AVA allows vineyards and wineries within the Appellation to distinguish themselves based on the above qualities, and display the Swan Creek AVA designation on their labels.   
I’ve heard about this before, why did it take so long to happen?
The petition process itself normally takes about two years. However, when the Swan Creek AVA was up for petition, the Calistoga AVA in California was under review because two vineyards, Calistoga Cellars and Calistoga Estate Vineyards grew most of their grapes outside the Calistoga area in question, but did grow a small percentage within the Calistoga AVA boundaries. A court battle ensued to further define the rules of AVAs and branding in order to avoid confusion in the marketplace. Until this was resolved, all AVA petitions were put on hold. 
